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March of on all sides.   He repeated the raid the next year, this time
prince striking northwards, and then reaching the Loire followed
BorderaS it westwards to the suburbs of Toms.   Here he learnt that
the French king had moved from Blois to cut oiT his retreat.
So he withdrew, and making the best speed he could,
Poitiers though laden with plunder, reached Poitiers.    The two
(1356) armies just missed falling in with each other on the march,
The Black Prince slipped past, and John came up with him
at Maupertuis, about seven miles to the south.
The Black Prince had about 7000 men, of whom 2500
were archers, the bulk of the remainder being men-at-arms
with a few light troops; all were mounted. The French
were about 20,000, but the levies just drawn from Poitiers
were of poor quality. The Knglish plight was so bad that on
18th September the Prince offered to release his prisoners
and make a seven years' truce; but the French refused
these terms. So on the next day the Knglish made ready
to resume their retreat, or fight if need were.
The French coming up in force, the Klack Prince was
Encash obliged to fight,   lie drew up his men behind hedges and
pos on vineyards. The French cavalry repeatedly hurled themselves
against this position.   After a prolonged struggle it looked
as if the English might be worn down by weight of numbers,
but at the critical moment a small force dispatched by
Edward under the Captal de Buch appeared on the fknk.
This was the signal for a general attack by the English. The
French believed that the flank attack was made by a larger
force than was really present, and gave way to panic*   A
Results or general rout ensued, and those who stayed to fight were
ewmade prisoners; these included the King, his son Philip,
twenty-six great lords, and close on nineteen hundred knights
and persons of consequence. The capture of the King alone
made the victory important.   It was bound to lead to a
Tratyof satisfactory peace.   The Treaty of Brctigny> in I MO, gave
ny Edward all the duchy of Aquitaine, the county of Ponthieu,
and Calais in full sovereignty* John was also to pay a large